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Canadian bowlers head down under to take on the world this month at 

the World Cup and World 

Youth Championships. Pricilla 

Westlake of Delta, British 

Columbia and Hirendra 

Bhartu of Nanaimo, British 

Columbia will represent 

Canada at the 2017 World 

Cup in New South Wales from 

March 14 – 22. Westlake won 

a bronze medal at this same 

competition in 2016 and is looking forward to creating a winning streak.   

Immediately following the World Cup, Westlake along with Lucas 

Caldwell, Peterborough, ON, Rob Law, Winnipeg, MB and Nicole LeBlanc, 

Uxbridge, ON will compete in the 2017 World Youth Championships in 

Queensland, Australia. 

The Championships will run from March 27-April 2 and will feature both 

Men’s and Women’s singles as well as a Mixed Pairs event.  Darryl 

Fitzgerald, Waterloo, ON will be accompanying the bowlers as their 

coach during the World Youth Championships.  

Bhartu and Westlake qualified for the World Cup by winning their events 

at the Canadian Indoor in Vancouver in November. John Bjornson of 

Winnipeg, Manitoba took the silver while Alberta’s Greg Wilson won 

bronze. Westlake narrowly beat Elizabeth Cormack of Ontario in a tie-

breaker match to claim the gold medal and defend her title.  Josephine 

Lee of British Columbia won bronze. 
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Competition Review Update 

Bowls Day in Canada to Partner with  
ParticipACTION 150 Play List 

Canada’s Provincial Lawn Bowling Associations 

are compiling their formal feedback on the 

National Competition Review for submission to 

Bowls Canada Boulingrin in the coming weeks.  

The BCB Board will then be in position to 

consider all provincial 

feedback and will ultimately 

make the final decision on 

any proposed changes to 

the national championship 

structure in the early spring 

of 2017. 

Any changes will be 

communicated to the bowls 

community in May 2017 

bowling season for 

implementation in the 2018 season. 

A subset of the Competition Review and 

Restructuring Group met in Ottawa in 

November 2016 for a Recommendations 

Meeting. The members were tasked with 

analyzing all the information, feedback and 

proposals by using the “Principles for a Bowls 

Competition Model”, establish 

recommendations for a national bowls 

competition model. The meeting covered the 

entire national championship structure, as well 

as, Bowls Canada Boulingrin’s Long-term 

Athlete Development (LTAD) Plan.  

The working members came forward with two 

proposals for a championship structure and 

recommendations for bowlers 

at every stage of development. 

The recommendations were 

summarized in a document 

which was then shared with the 

Bowls Canada Board of 

Directors and the Provincial 

Bowls Associations in January 

2017. 

Over the course of February and 

March, BCB hosted webinar 

sessions for each provincial association to 

clarify the various proposals and discuss the 

impact implementation might have in each 

province.  To date, the overall feedback from 

the provinces has been positive, recognizing 

that it will be impossible to find a solution that 

will please everyone, but that it is essential that 

the ultimate decision considers the wellbeing 

and future of bowls as a whole. 
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ParticipACTION has announced Lawn Bowls will be one of the activities involved in Canada’s ulti-

mate 150 Play List. Part of Canada’s 150th Birthday celebrations, the 150 Play List encourages Ca-

nadians to try as many different activities as possible throughout 2017.  

In order to maximize this opportunity, Bowls Canada Boulingrin is excited to promote National 

Bowls Day on Saturday June 3rd, 2017.  This is an excellent opportunity for Provincial Bowls Associ-

ations and their affiliated clubs to encourage Canadians to check Lawn Bowls off their 150 Play List 

by visiting their local bowls clubs on June 3rd.  Events could include: try-bowls events, fund raisers, 

social tournaments, open houses, etc.  Bowls Canada will capitalize on  this amazing opportunity.  



Bowls Canada Announces National Squads 

Bowls Canada has announced the selection of the 2017-18 Senior and Development Squads on 

January 31st.  Athletes from across Canada applied to be selected to only seven spots on each of 

the men’s and women’s senior squads.    
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BCB encourages Canadians to try bowls on Saturday June 3rd! 

ParticipACTION recently launched a series of resources to encourage community participation in 

this initiative.  By registering your National Bowls Day event or program you can opt-in to receive 

an Event Celebration Kit containing signage, prizes, or possibly a feature on the ParticipACTION 

Tour Stops & Event Page.  You may even qualify for “micro-grant” funding to support your event!  

Sign up soon as the micro-grants are available on a 

first-come-first-serve basis.  

For more information on the ParticipACTION Register-

ing an Event or Program: http://bit.ly/2koO7pS 

For access to the ParticipACTION Community 

Toolkit: http://bit.ly/2koQ1XT 

For more information on the ParticipACTION Tour 

Stops and Event Map: http://bit.ly/2jtUpAz  

For more information on the ParticipACTION 150 Play 

List, please visit: http://bit.ly/1UEJKAf 

For more information on the micro-grants, please 

visit: http://bit.ly/2iFpe92 

Men’s Senior Squad Women’s Senior Squad 

Ryan Bester (Hanover, ON) 

Cameron Lefresne (Enfield, NS) 

Kody Olthof (Delhi, ON) 

Michael Pituley (Regina, SK) 

Chris Stadnyk (Niagara Falls, ON) 

Ryan Stadnyk (Niagara Falls, ON) 

Greg Wilson (Cochrane, AB) 

Leanne Chinery (Auckland, NZ) 

Joanna Cooper (Calgary, AB) 

Shirley Fitzpatrick-Wong (Winnipeg, MB) 

Jacqueline Foster (Bridgetown, NS) 

Jordan Kos (Regina, SK) 

Kelly McKerihen (Toronto, ON) 

Pricilla Westlake (Delta, BC) 

http://bit.ly/2koO7pS
http://bit.ly/2koQ1XT
http://bit.ly/2jtUpAz
http://bit.ly/1UEJKAf
http://bit.ly/2iFpe92


After seven years as the 

National Chief Umpire, Nick 

Watkins stepped down 

from the position in 

December 2016. Nick took 

the time to reflect on his 

experience in this role in 

this reflection. 

My Chief Umpire Sojourn 

By Nick Watkins 

 

In December 2016, I returned home from Christchurch, New Zealand, 

after officiating as an ITO at the World Bowls Championships. This was 

a good moment for me to look back at the year, and several years 

past, to contemplate the journey I had taken in officiating. 

More than 16 years ago, I competed in my last World Bowls as a 

Canadian team member, and my final international event was in 2005. 

Following that, I retired from competitive bowling. It took me some 

time to consider how I might keep involved in lawn bowls, as this is 

the sport that I have played for most of my adult life. An opportunity 

arose in 2009, when I volunteered to be the Chief Scorer for the 

Nationals in Victoria BC. Ian Tyzzer was the Chief Umpire at the time, 

and he convinced me to take over his duties the following year. 
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Nick Watkins Reflects on Seven Years 
as BCB’s National Chief Umpire 

Men’s Development 

Squad 

Women’s Development 

Squad 

Lucas Caldwell (Peterborough, 

ON) 

Rob Law (Winnipeg, MB) 

David-James Smith (Montreal, QC) 

Grant Wilkie (Saskatoon, SK) 

Emma Boyd (Delta, BC) 

Nicole LeBlanc (Uxbridge, ON) 

Baylee van Steijn (Gore’s Landing, ON) 

Carah Webster (Victoria, BC) 

These two squads are set in place for the next two competitive 

seasons.   

The Development Squad is part of the Bowls Canada athlete 

development pathway and as such focuses on those athletes who are 

in the earlier stages of their high performance career.  It provides an 

opportunity to introduce up and coming talent to the structure and 

demands of a  high performance environment.  



“I would like to acknowledge the thanks I have received from other umpires for 
my years of service. Many thanks to everyone who has supported me and the Ca-
nadian Championships during this time.” 

I was appointed Chief Umpire in September 2009. My primary responsibilities have included preparing 

the draw schedules for five or six Canadian Championships each year and serving as  Head Event 

Umpire at the Nationals. I was also involved in updating the conditions of play and making suggestions 

on other improvements. 

Over the past seven years, different situations have 

arisen when preparing the draw schedules, and each 

National has had its unique set of circumstances. Other 

incremental changes also occurred during this time. I 

worked with Keith Johnson in the implementation of a 

new web-based results system. The singles were 

separated from the Nationals and have been run as an 

open event over the past four years. A Competition 
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Committee was formed, which took over many of the responsibilities 

regarding the format and conditions of play. 

One constant has been working with other volunteer umpires who 

officiated at the National Championships. I have enjoyed the many 

experiences shared with other umpires from across the country, but 

over these seven years, it has become more difficult to find umpires 

who are willing to step up and officiate at a national event. For 

example, in 2016, I returned to Edmonton, six years after my first HEU 

assignment. Only 3 other umpires volunteered to assist, compared to 

the 8 who officiated in 2010. 

This waning of support from other umpires is disappointing, and is one 

of the main reasons why I have decided to step down as Chief Umpire. 

Looking back at how I have spent my time, I have also invested many 

hours each year in preparing, revising and making last minute changes 

to draw schedules. I need to make a change. 

As Chief Umpire, I automatically became a member of the National 

Officiating Committee. In 2011, I was appointed Chair of the NOC, and 

my first priority was to establish a national training and accreditation 

program for Canadian umpires. This work has included the 

development of a training manual and course, and the introduction of  



Team Canada collected a pair of medals at the 2016 World Bowls 

Championships as young legend Ryan Bester of Hanover, Ont. grabbed 

silver and perennial contender Kelly McKerihen of Toronto took bronze.   

McKerihen advanced to the women’s singles 

semi-finals where she battled against 

eventual gold medalist Karen Murphy of 

Australia.  In a hard fought match 

McKerihen drove on her last bowl, 

trying to remove Murphy’s shot, but 

got an unfortunate result by killing the 

jack.  With the respot, the jack was 

placed at the two-metre mark and 

Murphy walked away with the win 21-

20.  

Bester lost a nail biter of a match against the 

2012 World Bowls bronze medallist, Shannon 

MclIroy of New Zealand.  In the final end, MclIroy trailed the jack with his 

third bowl to sit two, placing tremendous pressure on Bester’s fourth and 

final bowl.  Unfortunately, Bester came up just short and MclIroy’s last 

bowl was not needed for the 21-17 victory.   

The women’s pairs team of Shirley Fitzpatrick-Wong and Jacqueline 

Foster finished the round robin play with a 4-5 record for seventh  in their 

pool.  This pair left it all on the green as 

they finished strong in their final 

game with a definitive win over 

the mighty Australia. 

McKerihen, Leanne Chinery 

and Pricilla Westlake lost their 

final match in the women’s 

triples  
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Silver and Bronze at the World Bowls 
Championships 

2016 Champion of 
Champions in 
Australia 

The 2016 Champion of 

Champions took place in 

Queensland, Australia at 

the end of November.  

Harriette Pituley of 

Regina, Saskatchewan 

and John Bjornson of 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

represented Canada in 

the singles competition.  

Pituley finished 10th in 

her section with wins 

over Turkey and Cook 

Islands.  Bjornson 

finished the competition 

seventh in his section 

with strong 

performances against 

South Africa and Cyprus.  

a Level 1 umpire classification to encourage newer bowlers to become 

officials. I will be continuing as NOC Chair, as the national umpire training and 

accreditation program has yet to be fully implemented. I am hopeful that 

Ontario will come on board this year, so I want to be ready to assist where I 

can. 



and were narrowly bumped out of playoff contention with a final 

record of 5-3-1.  They finished 5th place in their pool.  

The women’s 

fours team of 

Chinery,  

Fitzpatrick-

Wong, Foster 

and 

Westlake 

rarely lost a 

match by 

more than 

four points 

and held their 

own against the 

World’s best.  While almost every match was decided in the final end, 

they ultimately finished 10th in their pool. 
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Pat Bird & Alfred 
Wallace Play in 
Hong Kong Classic 

Pat Bird of Calgary, 

Alberta and Alfred 

Wallace of Edmonton, 

Alberta represented 

Canada at the Hong 

Kong International 

Bowls Classic in 

November, 2016.  The 

men started the 

competition playing 

singles, both winning 

their first two rounds 

to reach the final 16 

before being 

eliminated. 

 

 

In pairs play they 

finished with a record 

of three wins, seven 

losses, and one tie for 

6th place in their 

group. 

This pair left it all on the green as they finished strong 
in their final game with a definitive win over the mighty 
Australia. 

The men’s pairs team of Bester and Steven Santana were looking to 

capitalize on their gold medal win from the Asia Pacific 

Championships.  History was not to repeat itself and Bester and 

Santana ultimately finished sixth in their pool.   

Steve McKerihen, Cameron LeFresne, and Ryan Stadnyk of the men’s 

triples team finished eighth in their section with a final record of 3-6.   

In the men’s fours LeFresne, Santana, McKerihen and Stadnyk finished 

the event with a 3-5-1 record and seventh in their pool.  

The team was supported by Team Leaders Don Caswell, Macky Singh, 

Jean Roney and Keith Roney. For more information on the World 

Bowls Championships, please visit: http://www.worldbowls2016.com/

Category?Action=View&Category_id=89 

http://www.worldbowls2016.com/Category?Action=View&Category_id=89
http://www.worldbowls2016.com/Category?Action=View&Category_id=89


Ontario bowler, Erik Galipeau with fellow teammates Dominic McVittie 

(England) and Rebecca Houston (Scotland) claimed the gold medal in the 

Junior Mixed Triples discipline in the 2016 World Indoor Bowls Council – 

Junior Championships in Glasgow, Scotland. Upon his return to Etobicoke 

Galipeau reflected on the trip. 

 

1. What did your preparation for this competition look like? 

To prepare for Scotland my dad and I spent one week in Vancouver at the 

Pacific Indoor Bowls Club, practicing with some amazing bowlers like: Steve 

Santana, Vince Mai and Pricilla Westlake. I was also fortunate that my 

coach, John Bezear had rented some warehouse space for his business just 

before Christmas. In the front of the warehouse was an empty office space 

that was carpeted. John and I practiced in the office space prior to Scotland. 

This was the closest we could get to indoor conditions in Toronto at the time. While the weather was still 

nice, the members at James Gardens LBC let me practice there as much as I wanted.  

 

2. How were the teams paired up?  Was it a random draw? 

The triples teams were drawn randomly prior to the tournament. I was very fortunate to be teamed up 

with McVittie (England) and Houston (Scotland). It was neat because Houston was the only other 15-year-

old there. 

 

3. How was it playing with teammates for the first time?  Was there bonding that needed to happen prior 

to the start? 

We seemed to get along really well, right 

from the beginning. It helped that we each 

played the position we wanted to 

(McVittie - skipped, Galipeau – vice and 

Houston –lead). It was interesting to see 

the different strategies that everyone 

played.   

 

4. Is there anything you learned from your 

experience that you will bring back to Ontario? 

The big thing I learned from Scotland was how important every shot is during each end. Also, it is so 

critical that you be supportive and positive of your teammates. I believe this was one of our strengths – 

we all worked well together and supported one another. McVittie, our skip, was amazing having to bowl 

with two 15 year olds.  He kept us positive and always encouraged. 
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Gold Medal for Galipeau at WIBC Junior 
Championships 



5. What were some of your highlights? 

The greatest highlight was winning. To be handed the championship trophy was an unbelievable 

feeling. To top it off, I was the first overseas player and youngest male to win a WIBC event.  Another 

highlight was playing singles, and having a number of close singles sets.   

This experience allowed me to meet a lot of great athletes from different countries who all love bowls 

as much as I do.  I was also able to tour other indoor bowls clubs throughout England and Scotland 

with my parents.  The facilities were amazing and the people were all very nice.  
 

6.  Who were you most excited to play against within the competition? 

The two players I was most excited to meet and play against were Ryan Atkins and Amy Williams. 

These were last year’s defending champions. I played against the two of them in my first two triples 

matches. Ryan and Amy were incredible people and even better bowlers. It was an honour to meet 

them and even more amazing that I can now call them friends. 
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World Bowls from an Officiating Perspective 

The members of Team Canada were not the only Canadians seen on the greens at the 2016 World 

Bowls Championships.  Canada’s Nick Watkins was also in attendance serving as an International 

Technical Official (ITO) at this premier event. Watkins was one of about 35 ITO’s from seven bowling 

nations who officiated. The championships were 

hosted at three bowls venues, played on eight 

greens, and extended over 12 days of 

competition.  

During the round robin stages, the officials 

officiated three games daily, working either as an 

umpire, a marker or a time keeper. “We all 

worked very well together as a team,” said 

Watkins. “Interchanging roles and responsibilities 

each game and each day.  In some ways, 

officiating at a world event is easy, as all the 

players and officials are very experienced. 

However, it is not simple, as one must be constantly prepared to respond at a moment’s notice to a 

variety of situations. Jack length and boundary measures were the most common calls, but we 

always needed to keep an eye open for flying jacks and premature visits to the head.”  

Each club had a large greenskeeping crew who were busy early each morning mowing and rolling the 

greens and chalking the centre lines and 2-metre T’s. This gave the officials time to check all the 

boundary markers and take the pace of each green. “The umpires from New Zealand and Australia 

were the most consistent at drawing a bowl to a 27-metre jack on 17 second greens. Experience 

counts a lot when playing on lightning-fast greens!”  



Watkins returned home with several key observations from his experience including:   

1. The importance of equipment: Each green at this event had a boundary string that was equipped with 

measuring pegs, enabling it to serve both for boundary measures and for string measures that were 

over 14 feet (“Yes”, stated Watkins, “there were a few.”).  

2. The importance of bowl inspections: Although all sets of bowls were inspected prior to the start, one 

set was discovered during a random inspection to include one bowl that was stamped a different year 

from the other three.  

“This was a great opportunity to meet all my fellow World Bowls Laws Committee members, and to 

network with other umpires from around the world, enabling me to bring back some ideas to help with 

the development of bowls in Canada” concluded Watkins.  
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Last year a pathway for lawn bowls to achieve official International Olympic Committee (IOC) Recognition 

arose when World Bowls’ number of participating member nations was formalised to be in excess of fifty 

– a minimum requisite criteria. 

And although there is more work to be done, a 

meeting in February in Lausanne, Switzerland at IOC 

headquarters between senior IOC officials and the 

world leadership of lawn bowls, saw a hearty 

welcome, and much positive and respectful reaction to 

the quality of the World Bowls’ application. This was 

also fortified by a mutual agreement to work together 

in the spirit of open-armed encouragement and 

support. 

Leading the World Bowls executive delegation was 

president John Bell and chief executive Gary Smith, who, as part of the recently lodged ‘Lawn Bowls 

application for IOC Recognition’ bid, met with Mike Joyce, IOC Coordination des Sports manager; and two 

representatives from SportsAccord, Philippe Gueisbuhler, head of Administration and Convention; and 

Michel Filliau, senior advisor to the President in charge of Membership Relations. 

“I’m delighted with the excellent work done to date, along with the meeting in Lausanne,” president John 

Bell said on return. “The meeting was extremely positive and has given us clear guidelines on how to 

progress our application. It will hopefully set us on course for achieving our sport’s ‘Olympic Dream.’” 

In keeping with the recommendations outlined at the meeting, World Bowls will now pursue membership 

of the SportAccord International Federations’ Union. SportAccord is the umbrella organisation for all 

(Olympic and non-Olympic) international sports federations as well as organizers of multi-sports games 

and sport-related international associations. 

Quest for ‘Olympic Dream’ Draws Closer 
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After three seasons as part of the Bowls Canada Boulingrin Office, 

Katie Gardner has 

resigned as the 

Communications 

and Promotions 

Manager.  Katie 

was hired back in 

July 2014 as the 

Technical 

Coordinator and 

moved into the 

new role of 

Communications 

and Promotions 

Manager in 2016.  

“I have enjoyed my 

time with Bowls Canada and will greatly miss the community”, said 

Gardner.  Katie’s energy and enthusiasm helped to revitalize 

communications with Canadian bowlers and establish a social media 

presence.   

It was with regret that BCB also said good bye to Performance 

Director Macky Singh in late February.  A part of the organization 

since April of 2015, 

Singh shared his 

high performance 

experience from 

other sports with 

Bowls.  “Macky 

was instrumental 

in helping us create 

a culture of High 

Performance 

excellence”, said 

High Performance 

Committee 

Chairperson Don Caswell.    

We wish Katie and Macky all the best in their future endeavours. 

Thank You Katie and Macky 2017 New Bowler’s 
Handbook 

Bowls Canada Boulingrin 

is now accepting pre-

orders for the 2017 

Edition of the New 

Bowler’s Handbook.  For 

orders of 50 or less, the 

price is $3.50 per 

Handbook and for orders 

of more than 50 the 

volume discount price of 

$3.00 per Handbook will 

be applied   

To place your pre-order, 

or for more information, 

please contact 

office@bowlscanada.com 

or call 613.244.0021 x3.  
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New South Wales, Australia | March 14-22, 2017 

  

 

Queensland, Australia | March 27- April 2, 2017 

 

Gold Coast, Australia | June 3 - 7, 2017 

 

Dartmouth, Nova Scotia | July 31- August 7, 2017 

 

Victoria, British Columbia | August 13 - 19, 2017 

 

Peterborough, Ontario | August 24 - 30, 2017 

 

Winnipeg, Manitoba | September 4 - 9, 2017 

 

Pointe-Claire, Québec | September 14 -19, 2017 

 

Vancouver, British Columbia | October 29 – November 4, 2017 

 

New South Wales, Australia | October 30 – November 5, 2017 

2017 World Cup 

World Youth Championships 

 

Multi nations International Bowls Series 

 

Junior and Under 25 Championships 

  

Canadian Championships 

 

Senior Triples Championships 

 

Singles Championships 

 

Mixed Pairs Championship 

 

Indoor Singles Championships 

 

World Singles Champion of Champions 

Upcoming Events 
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Perfect End Pin Winners 

Diana Newton BC South Burnaby LBC 

Fran Jeandron BC South Burnaby LBC 

Laura Low BC South Burnaby LBC 

Harry Harrison BC Juan de Fuca LBC 

Barron Bunting BC Juan de Fuca LBC 

John Turnbull BC Juan de Fuca LBC 

25 Year Pin Award Recipients 

Elsie Boyd ON Leaside LBC 

Anne Kubas ON Leaside LBC 

Yvette Redman ON Leaside LBC 

Stu Scott ON Leaside LBC 

Bruce Becker ON Leaside LBC 

50 Year Pin Award Recipients 

Eileen Malpass ON Lambeth LBC 



Thank you to our Sponsors & Partners! 

Bowls Canada Boulingrin 

Suite 206 

 33 Roydon Place 

Nepean, Ontario 

K2E 1A3 
 

Phone: 1-800-567-2695 

Fax: 613-244-0041 

E-mail: office@bowlscanada.com 


